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Late that evening, the priests — Baraniak, Bross, Gozdziewicz and Kulczycki — were at the bedside
of this sick Cardinal. Seeing the deep emotion on their faces, he spoke — “Don’t be so sad. Do not despair
because when victory comes, it will be the victory of our Blessed Mother. In this battle which is being
waged between the devil’s substitutes and Christ, one who considered himself called to the fight for
victory is now being called away and everything will happens God Himself will determine. — | thank all of
you and | bless you.” Every one of those present knelt in turn, kissed the Cardinal’s hand and received
his paternal blessing.

The next day the doctors were using extraordinary efforts to keep the sick one alive. They were
applying every possible medication, but, unfortunately, the spark of life was slowly dying. The sick one,
intuitively knowing that death was near, said, “If my death agony is drawn out, then let the clerics come
in and sing, Miserere me, Deus.

His physicians entered the room and praised God in Latin — Laudetur Jesus Christus —to which
His Eminence answered, In saecula saeculorum, Amen. He greeted each one individually with a smile,
saying: “Good morning, what will you, doctors tell others after my death as to what | died from? What
will you declare as the cause of my death?” “But, Eminence,” they protested. “Oh, no, I’'m going to die.
There’s no further help for me. Today is October 22, the day of the Blessed Mother’s happy death.
Blessed are those who die in the Lord. Very soon you will be recording: On the twenty-second of
October Cardinal Hlond died.”

“But your Eminence is so serene” — “Yes, in the face of death one must be serene. This will
happen to all of us. One must accept death calmly for it is just a crossing over into a better life. It is the
path to eternity. i thank all of you, gentlemen, for all of your efforts. | hold nothing against anyone. | am
leaving without any regrets.” He then gave his blessing to all the doctors. They were all very moved as
they left. A few moments later he addressed one of them: “You, Sir, were operated on and everything
was successful. | was operated on but it was not successful. That’s tough, but such is the Will of God.” |
always worked for the Catholic Church, to spread the Kingdom of God. | worked for Poland and for the
good of the Polish nation. | was always a faithful son of our holy Church and | faithfully carried out the
orders of the Holy Father, because | saw in him the representative of Christ here on earth.”

To the Mother Provincial of the Sisters of St. Elizabeth who claimed that she would not allow
anyone to enter his room, the Cardinal said — “but you must allow my secretaries to enter or they will
knock the door down.”

In bidding good bye to the Sister Superior, he assured her of his love for his country with these
words: “l always loved Poland and in heaven | will be praying for her.” About nine o’clock that morning,
the Cardinal made the following request of the Sister Nurse: “Please telephone the seminary and ask the
clerics there to pray for the dying.” But, Your Eminence, they are praying for your health.” “No, no, that
would be contrary to the Will of God.” After a few minutes — “I hear singing. They are already singing.
Please open the door so that | can hear them better.”

The clerics at that time were singing the Miserere in their chapel at the seminary which was six
kilometers away from the hospital. “Sister, please go to the priests and ask them to pray,” begged the
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Cardinal. They said the rosary and all the prayers for the dying. During those prayers, His Eminence calls
his secretary, Father Baraniak, to whom he whispered, “Please tell the Holy Father that | was always
faithful to him.” His Eminence whispers the psalm: Miserere mei Deus. “I want to rest a little,” he
whispered. “Please leave.” They all left the room except his nurses. Again, in a little while, he said —
“Please call the priests in.” Once more his room is filled. Bishop Bernacki, led the prayers for the dying.
The Cardinal Primate died and peacefully returned his soul to the Lord. It was Friday, October 22, 1948
at 10:30 in the morning.

Allow me to add a few other details. The doctors agreed that the Cardinal suffered terribly.
However, he bore all of the suffering with heroic patience and an unusually serene spirit. He died as it
befit a spiritual guide for whom Faith was always the most important virtue. He died a death worthy of a
great Polish Primate, the son of a martyr nation. The doctors claimed that they had never had such a
patient. He was always serene, peaceful, happy and obedient. They spoke of him with tears in their
eyes. One of the doctors who was a Jew, seeing that beautiful death cried out, “from now on, | will lead
a different life!”

The death of the Primate affected some people more than if they made a good retreat. During
the prayers for the dying, the Cardinal grasped a crucifix and said, “Jesus, my only love! It was only these
rags that were a hindrance for me. | wasn’t attached to anything. It was only God and my soul. | was a
Cardinal but | always lived like a monk!” Then — the last look, and the last sigh; that Great Heart which
loved so many and had suffered so much, stopped beating forever! He had lived 67 years, with 51 of
them in a monastery, 43 years in the priesthood, 22 years as a bishop and 21 years in the College of
Cardinals. At his death bishops, priests and religious Sisters wept; later on all of Poland wept.

Allow me now to tell you of two characteristic temptations which the Cardinal experienced in
his life. The first was in 1944 when he was imprisoned by the Germans in Paris. The head of the political
Gestapo carried on conversations with him very often. He constantly insisted, at times with pleading, at
other times with threats that he should return to Poland and take over the reins of the Polish
government alongside the Third Reich.

To these proposals, the Cardinal always gave a clear and firm answer — No. Courageously and
with the dignity of a prince of the Church, he told them everything that he thought of Hitler’s regime, of
its wicked works and deplorable circumstances. The dignity of the Cardinal, his peace, courage and the
certitude of his information knocked the Gestapo off their tracks and forced them to admire him. They
always walked away with nothing.

The second temptation was when the Communists took over the government in Poland by
force, in the name of Soviet Russia they tried to win his support. He was tempted by the possibility of a
partnership between Catholicism and Communism, granting him the great role of Creator of a covenant
between Rome and Moscow. His answer to all of these temptations was strict silence.

Thus there began a series of calumnies against the Primate, raids, spitefulness and the
beginnings of persecution. He was accused of political activity, of serving the international stock market,
of war mongering, of dreaming of a personal political career for himself. Loud speakers and printing
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presses in countries under the control of Soviet Russia talked nonsense about the conspiracies and
support of the reactionary underhand dealings of this disobliging Cardinal.

In reality, the scale of the picture was totally different. In that far-away Poland, in the place
where the ground burst into two dangerous chasms, at the very edge stood the figure of the son of a
miner, in Roman purple, at the head of a nation not numerous in number but of a very strong spirit.
With a stern judgmental look, he was looking into the eyes of the impudent usurper. This was the
spiritual leader of Poland, but he was at the same time one of the leaders of a great battle of the entire
world.

Divine Providence thwarted the plans of the Communists in Poland, who already had everything
ready to arrest the Cardinal and take action against him just as they did a little later to Primate Wegier.
This same fate had been assigned to Cardinal Hlond. By his death, Primate Hlond avoided the indignities,
humiliations and torments at the hands of his executioners and torturers, for such was the Will of God,
for God arranged it thus, for which we pray — Thanks be to God!
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April 10, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

On Friday, October 22, 1948 at 10:30 in the morning, in the hospital of the Sisters of St.
Elizabeth in Warsaw, His Eminence Cardinal August Hlond, Metropolitan Archbishop of Warsaw and
Gniezno, the Polish Primate passed into eternal life.

On October 14, the Cardinal suffered an acute attack of appendicitis. He was immediately
operated on successfully, however, as a result of a general infection he developed pneumonia which
brought about his death. With the death of Cardinal Hlond, one of the most outstanding figures of the
Catholic Church passed away. He was also one of the most outstanding spiritual leaders that the Polish
nation ever possessed. You had to know him and be in contact with him in order to recognize and
appreciate his unusual personality and individuality. His dignity, character and learning was so great and
so universally recognized that when Pope Pius XI died in 1939, Catholic opinion pointed to him as a
possible future Pope.

| knew Cardinal Hlond since 1928 when | first visited him in Poznan, then again in 1930 and
1932. Finally, in November and December of 1939, after Poland was invaded, | conferred with him
several times in Rome. It was then that he personally gave me a long letter that was entitled “The Polish
Disaster and the Church” in which he logically overturns all the accusations made by a certain section of
the Polish press in the United States against the Catholic priests in Poland. On my return to America, |
sent this open letter to every Polish priest and to every Polish newspaper in the United States.

Among other things, he wrote: “Summarizing everything in one sentence, | affirm that during
the time of the rebuilding of the Republic, the Catholic Church saved and nursed the spirit of the nation,
amid the terrors of war it kept its pastoral faithfulness to its people, and when hunger, terror and
persecution spread throughout the ruined country, the priest, as long as he was free, stood and stands
inflexible at his post like an angel of faith, comfort and courage.

After this short introduction of facts, | firmly state that blaming the Catholic Church and the
Catholic clergy for today’s Polish disaster is totally unfounded. In the presence of the nation and all
future generations, | refute that accusation as false, unjust and slanderous.”

The details of the death of our Polish Primate are so sublime and touching, and at the same time
so exemplary, that ! think that it is only right and proper to relate to you the entire story. | sincerely
hope that it will be beneficial to everyone.

AND THEN | WILL LEAVE YOU

Cardinal Hlond was born July 5, 1881 in Brzeckowica of Upper Slack. He was the son of a miner.
When he was twelve years old, he enrolled in a school named after Don Bosco, in Turin, Italy. He earned
a Doctorate in Philosophy at the Gregorian University in Rome. He completed his theological studies in
Poland where he was ordained a priest in 1905; Shortly after he entered the Congregation of Salesian
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Fathers, a religious institute whose main objective was the care and education of the children of working
families.

As a young Salesian, Father Hlond contributed greatly to the establishment of the Salesian
Congregation in Oswiecim and in Cracow. At the same time he completed his classical studies at the
universities of both, the Jagiellonian and that of Lwow.

In 1907, Father Hlond established a Salesian outpost in Przemysl. Two years later, he was sent to
Vienna where he worked among the Salesians for 13 years. At the beginning, he was the Director of
Salesian schools, but from the 1919, he became the Provincial of the Salesian Province that included
Austria, Hungary and Germany. He also devoted much time in watching over the Polish colony in Vienna.

During his sojourn in Vienna, Father Hlond became friends with Archbishop Ratti, who as the
Apostolic Visitor and later the Apostolic Nuncio, came through Vienna on his way to Poland. The person
of this young Polish Salesian made an impression on Archbishop Ratti who became Pope in 1922 and he
called Father Hlond to the position of Apostolic Administrator in Upper Slask. Father Hlond fulfilled the
duties of this responsible position in an exemplary manner. He removed the unwanted German
influences and in a very short time, he organized a Polish pastoral office.

After the creation of the diocese of Slask, the Holy Father named Father Hlond as the first
bishop. He was consecrated in 1926 in Warsaw by Cardinal Kakowski, the Metropolitan Archbishop of
Warsaw.

After the death of Cardinal Dalbora, the first Primate of the reborn Poland, the Holy Father
moved Bishop Hlond to the position of Archbishop of Gniezno and Poznan, conferring upon him the
dignity of the Primate of Poland.

In 1927 Archbishop Hlond opened an enlivened activity in religion and society, putting him at
the head of the Catholic Polish hierarchy. He often gave out deeply thought out pastoral letters. He
often traveled beyond the borders for Catholic Congresses. As the Apostolic Legate he represented the
Holy Father at the International Congress of Christ the King and also at the Eucharistic Congress in
Lublin.

He surrounded the Polish people who lived beyond the boundaries of Poland with a very special
protection and he created a special organization for this purpose. The moment that war broke out in
1939, at the insistence of the Polish government of that time and with the agreement of the Papal
Nuncio, Archbishop Cortesi, Cardinal Hlond left Poland and went to Rome.

In Rome, he verbally and in writing informed the Holy Father of the persecution of the Catholic
Church in Poland by the German occupying army. As a result of his actions, the Pope, in his encyclical
Summi Pontificatus, mentions the matter of martyrdom that Poland is enduring under German
occupation. The actions of Cardinal Hlond called forth diplomatic protests by the Germans.

Shortly before Italy entered the war, following the advice of the Pope, Cardinal Hlond took the
last train that left Italy and went to Lourdes where he stayed until that part of France was occupied by
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the Germans. From Lourdes, pursued by the Gestapo, Cardinal Hlond went to the Benedictine Abbey
Hautscombe in Savoyard. In April 1944, on the command of Himmler, Cardinal Hlond was arrested and
brought to the Gestapo in Paris where he was imprisoned for two months. The Gestapo established a
strict routine relating to the Cardinal, not permitting him to celebrate Mass and subjecting him to
constant questioning.

The Germans were trying to get the Cardinal to make some kind of public statement supporting
the German politics. However, the Cardinal was inflexible, testifying that the condition for any kind of
talk was their removal of the German armies from Poland. As a result, the Germans who had him jailed
in Bar-le-Duc, out of concern for the danger of the American offensive, moved him to Wiedenbruck in
Westphalia where they kept the Cardinal in prison for seven more months.

On Easter Sunday, 1945 the American forces freed Cardinal Hlond. The Americans put a private
plane and a pilot at the Cardinal’s disposal. He used it to fly to Paris and later on to Rome. The Cardinal
decided to return immediately to Poland and on July 7, 1945 he explained his reasons for his decision in
a pastoral letter to all the Polish people living beyond the boundaries of Poland. At the end of July, 1945,
the Cardinal returned to Poznan and immediately began his intensive activity. In March, 1946, in accord
with the Holy See, the Cardinal left his position in Poznan and accepted the dignity of the Archbishop of
Warsaw while at the same time keeping the dignity of the Polish Primate.

For the sake of historical precision, | would like to add that the Primate wanted to return to
Poland in November, 1939. | know this because | was in Rome at the time as a member of a Commission
along with Senator Walcott and Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Gamble. | discussed this topic with the Primate,
with Monsignors Montini and Tardini, along with the Cardinal’s secretaries, Father Filipiak and Father
Baraniak. The Holy See made every effort through the mediation of the Apostolic Nuncio Orsini in Berlin,
to receive a so-called letter of safe conduct that assured a safe trip to Poland for the Cardinal and
assured him that he would not be persecuted in Poland. The German authorities stubbornly and
absolutely refused to give him such a letter.

The sickness of His Eminence the Primate had a short but very heavy course. For two days
before his death he was given blood transfusions. However, everything being done for him proved to be
useless. The Cardinal was well aware of his approaching death. On Wednesday, October 20, he told
those around his bed side: “Tomorrow will be the anointing — Extreme Unction —then | will leave you.”

Truly, the details of the final moments of this Cardinal are interesting and very moving according
to the information that was forwarded to the Catholic League. Here are some excerpts:

“Already on Sunday, October 10, the Cardinal complained of a terrible headache, saying
at breakfast: ‘Today | have a fantastic migraine.” However, in the afternoon, he walked the streets of
Warsaw in a procession carrying the relics of Blessed Ladyslawa from the church of the Sisters of the
Visitation to the church of St. Anne. To the young academic youth present there, he delivered a stirring
talk calling upon them to protect the holy faith in all families.
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During the next two days, there was no evidence of an approaching illness. The Cardinal did not
have any appetite, but he didn’t complain of any pain and he worked intensively. On Wednesday
morning he attended a course for educators, that was organized by Caritas in the convent of the
Ursuline Sisters. He returned home and immediately began to work. In the afternoon, he experienced a
certain weakness which passed after a few moments.

It was only at eleven o’clock that evening that His Eminence called for help. His domestics arose
and summoned the doctor who declared that an operation was necessary. However, he could not give
an exact diagnosis due to the difficulty of localizing the pain that seemed to be in the area of the
appendix. After an injection, the pain diminished for about two hours.

At four o’clock in the morning, a surgeon was summoned who proposed calling a medical
consultation with Professor Dr. Butkiewicz, Dr. Jurewicz and Dr. Radzic. They all recognized the necessity
of immediate surgery. When asked whether His Eminence agreed to an operation, he answered, ‘If you
doctors consider it necessary, then | am willing.” When asked who should do the surgery, he answered,
“The whole world will take note of this, therefore to forestall any unwise accusations later, let the
University Professor operate.”

The surgery took place in the hospital of the Sisters of St. Elizabeth and lasted from 1:60 pm
until 3:00 pm. The Cardinal did not revive to full consciousness until that evening. On Friday, an
inflammatory center developed in his lungs which remained subdued. Our attention was called to the
blue color of his skin. On Saturday afternoon there was a change for the worst. His fever became very
high and the doctors became very upset.

One of the Sisters gave the Cardinal water from Lourdes which made him very happy. “I will
willingly drink this because it is the dear Mother of God who can cure me.” As the pain became greater
during his sickness, he often asked for the water from Lourdes. His nights were sleepless. When one of
the nursing Sisters handed him a relic of St. Francis De Sales, he made this comment — “St. Francis is
such a saint who has his own methods. He says ‘Suffer until you are ready for heaven’ and then he
comes and takes you. Sister, please place that relic on me.” Towards evening, they noticed he had
slightly improved.

On Monday, his serious condition continued. He refused all food. He was nourished by artificial
means. During the day the cendition of the sick one became threatening. To Father Brossa, who was
there with Father Baraniak, the Cardinal said, “You see, Father, that God wants to show us through this
that He doesn’t need anyone.”

On Tuesday, it became evident that he needed a blood transfusion. “I feel that | am losing all my
strength,” he says to Father Gozdziewicz, whom the doctors had chosen for the transfusion. Towards
evening, his condition had improved. His next statement puzzled everyone — “Tomorrow there will be a
second operation and then it will be better.” Thinking about his first surgery, he said to Father Baraniak
“That surgery didn’t help at all. I've been a dying man for the past five days.”
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On Wednesday morning his doctors decided on a new surgical intervention. Before the surgery,
de said to those who were present: “Tomorrow Jesus Christ will be brought here in procession in order
to show our people that the Archbishop is provided for and so that the faithful should not be afraid to
receive the last sacraments. In the presence of the entire Chapter | will receive the Viaticum and the last
anointing. | will make my last will and then | can peacefully depart.” In a conversation with Bishop
Choromianski he refers to the same subject and in the afternoon, he tells the Sister who is his nurse —
“Tomorrow | will receive the Last Anointing after which | will leave you.”

On Thursday morning, the Cardinal asked to have the rite of Extreme Unction read to him and
he prepared himself for death. Just before his confessor entered his rom, he remarked — “Now let
everything that is earthly leave this room and let eternity come in.” Before receiving Jesus, he
emphatically read a profession of faith. After receiving the Last Sacraments, he announced in Latin to
the clergy gathered around him the following words — “Now | bless you and your lambs and all of our
nation, and Warsaw, that the Kingdom of Christ may grow and that in this terrible struggle of Satanic
forces with Christ, may the Kingdom of Christ grow stronger and in the end, be triumphant. Carry on
your battle with confidence. Work under the protection of the Blessed Mother and after the victory,
please also remember my soul.”

A little later, he expresses his last will in the presence of Bishops Choromanski and Majewski, his
priest secretaries and Profesor Janczewski. Then, among other things, he gives the following directions:
“For the time being, bury me anywhere. Then later, find me some small corner in St. John’s Cathedral
and bury my remains there. | would like to be buried in Warsaw because | have been the first Primate
who came from Warsaw.”

To the question as to whether he was leaving anything to his family, he answered, “My family is
numerous, honest and self-respecting, who work to take care of themselves. All during my life, they
never benefitted from my positions. Let it continue to be so.”

After he had made known his last will, he said these words: “Now | don’t have any outstanding
bills. | am able to leave, and | leave with joy. | worked for Christ and for Poland, and | would still continue
to work, but everything is in the Hands of God and the Blessed Mother.”

After a few moments, he spoke again in an emotional tone of voice: “I don’t regret anything. |
have not been attached to anyone or anything, therefore | can leave with joy. I just feel sorry for my sins
because | didn’t always fulfill everything that God had entrusted to me. But | hope and have confidence
that the Lord Jesus will full me into heaven because | bore several sacrifices for Him and | always sought
His glory only.” Seeing tears in the eyes of those who were present, he continued, “Please, do not weep.
We must conform to the Will of God, because God knows best what He is doing. | will leave and others
will come and continue my work, and perhaps they will be better administrators than | was.”

To Bishop Bernacki, in answer to his greeting, he said, “Satanic forces overthrew me because
this is a battle of Satans - if | am not here, all of you carry on the battle so that God’s affairs win.”




